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Abstract:

Wael Hallaq’s books on Sharia law and his theories on religious knowledge have become the subject
of interest to Western scholars and academies. This research analyzes and scrutinizes the validity and
strength of these statements and theories, using the descriptive approach and the analytical and critical
approach. The research aims to explain the most important foundations and postulates that The doctor

started from it to build his theories and analyze the concepts that he included in his two books (Sharia
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and the History of Jurisprudential Theories), explaining the shortcomings in these foundations and
concepts, discussing them, and supporting their strengths. This is despite the fact that the doctor’s
theories had a great impact in refuting the theories. Orientalism - which prevails over the Islamic legal
approach in the Western academy, however, does not reveal the reality of the legal approach as the
leaders of this approach intended. Rather, it is nothing more than the doctor’s efforts in reading the

legal text, and it has its advantages and disadvantages.

Keywords : Wael Hallaq, development of Sharia, sources of Sharia, Orientalism, Sunnah.
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