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Abstract:

This study explores the concept of anomalous (shadh) hadith as understood by hadith scholars, examining
its various definitions, precise criteria, and classifications, while distinguishing it from related
terminologies such as "munkar" (rejected) and "ziyadat al-thiqah" (addition by a trustworthy narrator).
Through an in-depth analysis of classical hadith terminology sources, the study highlights differences in
defining anomalous hadith between early and later scholars, necessitating a comparative examination to
understand the methodological developments in hadith criticism. A hadith is not deemed anomalous
merely because it contradicts a widely transmitted version; rather, certain conditions must be met,
including the consistency of contextual placement across narrations, the authentication of alternative
chains, and the relative weakness of the dissenting narrator in terms of precision or number. These criteria
have been affirmed by leading hadith critics, such as al-Shafi‘1, al-Hakim, Abi Ya‘la al-Khalili, Ibn al-
Salah, al-Nawaw1, Ibn Hajar, among others. To reinforce the practical understanding of this concept, the
study presents real-world examples of hadiths classified as anomalous by scholars, analyzing their
deficiencies in detail based on authoritative opinions and critical methodologies. Furthermore, the study
addresses the historical evolution of the term "shadh," demonstrating that early scholars sometimes used
it in a broader sense, encompassing cases that later scholars would classify as "munkar." This necessitates
a contextual approach to interpreting terminological variations across different scholarly traditions. The
research aims to achieve several objectives, including establishing a well-defined understanding of
anomalous hadith among critics, clarifying its distinctions from closely related terminologies, and
presenting case studies of hadiths judged as anomalous to analyze the reasons behind such classifications
based on established hadith principles. The study's central problem lies in the need to refine the definition
of this term precisely, taking into account scholarly differences and methodological approaches, thereby
improving academic comprehension and enabling a more accurate assessment of hadith authenticity. To
accomplish this, the research employs an analytical and inductive methodology, examining scholars'
perspectives on anomalous hadith, surveying examples used by critics in its classification, and drawing
conclusions based on textual analysis. This methodological approach aligns well with the nature and
objectives of the study. The research concludes with several findings, the most significant being that
anomalous hadith is considered weak due to its reliance on unfavorable contradictions, that compiling
variant chains is essential in discerning the authenticity of a narration, and that practical examples
facilitate a clearer comprehension of anomalous hadith criteria. Moreover, collecting and critically
analyzing the different definitions of the term contributes to a more comprehensive understanding,
reflecting the methodological precision characteristic of hadith criticism and underscoring the pivotal
role played by scholars in preserving the integrity of prophetic traditions.

Keywords: Hadith Studies, Al-hadith al-shadh, Hadith Criticism Methodologies, ziyadat al-thiqgah wa

al-munkar, Criteria for Hadith Acceptance.
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