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Human Rights in Islam: Concept and Purpose, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a Model.
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Abstract

This study examines the topic of human rights in Islam, aiming to demonstrate that Islamic law represents
the most comprehensive legal system for ensuring human rights, surpassing the modern secular laws
introduced by the West. Islam established human rights principles more than 1,444 years ago, deriving
its rulings from the Qur’an and Sunnah, which serve as divine sources that guarantee justice and equality

without distortion or deficiency. In contrast, secular laws, being human-made, inevitably contain flaws
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and inconsistencies due to the limitations of human reasoning. The research problem lies in the claims
propagated by certain orientalists and secularists who challenge the legitimacy of Islamic law in
protecting human rights, asserting that Islam is outdated and incompatible with modern legal frameworks
in Europe. To address this issue, the study employs an analytical methodology to examine Islamic legal
sources and demonstrate the comprehensiveness of Islamic rulings in safeguarding fundamental human
rights. Additionally, a descriptive approach is used to explore the ethical foundations of Islamic law,
which have laid the groundwork for what is now recognized as human rights principles. The study
concludes that Islam is the most comprehensive and just system for ensuring human rights, securing the
right to life, dignity, freedom, and social justice through definitive legal texts while accommodating
contemporary legal challenges. Furthermore, the research affirms that Western legal systems do not
achieve absolute justice, as they are subject to political and economic interests, whereas Islam is
distinguished by its stability and divine foundations. Consequently, the claims that Islam is incapable of
protecting human rights lack scientific validity and are largely rooted in ideological biases rather than
objective truth.

Keywords: Islamic jurisprudence, human rights, human rights in Islam, evidences of human rights.
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