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Abstract:

This study explores the relationship between the variations in authentic Quranic readings and their direct
impact on juristic preferences and legal choices made by Muslim scholars. It emphasizes that reliance on
the Quranic text, as the fundamental source of legislation, was not driven by personal inclinations or a
desire for divergence, but rather by rigorous scholarly endeavor grounded in divine revelation and
prophetic tradition, with the aim of serving public interest. The research addresses the criteria for
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accepting a Quranic reading to prevent the inclusion of any inauthentic textual elements, and discusses
the wisdom behind the diversity of readings without compelling the Muslim community to adopt a single
version highlighting the facilitation and richness of meaning that such diversity offers in achieving the
objectives of the sacred text. Using an inductive-analytical methodology, the researcher collected verses
featuring variant readings and analyzed them in light of jurists’ opinions and legal schools to uncover
how such differences shaped legal reasoning and preference. The study demonstrates that the multiplicity
of authentic readings contributed to the diversity of juristic interpretations without leading to
contradiction, serving instead to enrich legal thought. Juristic preferences were rooted in textual analysis
and a sincere effort to understand divine intent rather than whims or arbitrary choices. Furthermore, the
study underscores the importance of respecting scholarly opinions and refraining from premature
rejection, particularly regarding those whose views have gained scholarly acceptance and benefit. Such
opinions should be recognized as the product of diligence, sincerity, and pursuit of truth. Students of
knowledge are urged not to merely transmit opinions but to engage in critical analysis and follow the
paths of rigorous scholarship to attain similar insight. The researcher hopes to expand this pivotal topic
and recommends future inclusion of a section addressing readings that are unsuitable for legal derivation
and preference stressing that authentic Quranic readings do not contradict one another but rather
complement each other in clarifying meaning and enhancing the legislative framework.

Keywords: Quranic readings, juristic preference, legal reasoning, semantic diversity, criteria of
authenticity.
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