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Abstract

This research seeks to examine the status of confession as a form of criminal evidence in light of the
evolving concepts of criminal justice, and how that status may be affected when the legal constraints
surrounding confession are violated or when it conflicts with other forms of evidence and presumptions.
Although confession has long been described as the "master of evidence," the study questions whether
its role remains absolute under modern criminal policy, or whether it has become merely one of several
evidentiary tools that a criminal judge may or may not rely upon. The research also explores the
compatibility of this shift with contemporary principles of criminal justice, which aim to balance
society’s right to punish offenders with the individual’s right to a fair trial that respects dignity and
fundamental rights. Criminal evidence is one of the most important aspects of criminal procedure, as it
seeks to uncover the truth and determine the guilt or innocence of the accused in pursuit of justice. While
types and importance of evidence may vary, they all share the goal of revealing the truth behind the
incident. In the course of this search, a defendant may voluntarily confess to committing the crime,
thereby nullifying the presumption of innocence. Given the seriousness and implications of confession,
it must be surrounded by legal safeguards that ensure its validity and truthfulness. The research highlights
the factors that may undermine the probative value of confession and addresses key questions, such as
whether its status has declined and whether it is often associated with physical or psychological coercion.
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The study also aims to clarify the judge’s authority in evaluating confessions and the legal limitations
that apply. The researcher adopts a descriptive and analytical approach to relevant legislative and legal
texts.
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