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Combating Human Trafficking: Between International Efforts and the Responsiveness of the Libyan
Legislator
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Abstract

Human trafficking is considered one of the most serious crimes that violate human dignity, as it targets
vulnerable groups such as women, children, and migrants. The Palermo Protocol of 2000 defines this
crime as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of persons through unlawful means
such as force, threat, or deception, for the purpose of exploitation, including prostitution, forced labor,
or organ removal. In the Libyan context, the unstable security situation following 2011 contributed to
the increased prevalence of this crime, prompting the state to draft a specific law to combat it, drawing
inspiration from the provisions of the Palermo Protocol. The Libyan draft law defines the crime as any
dealing with a natural person for the purpose of exploitation, when accompanied by illegal means such
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as force, fraud, abuse of power, or exploitation of vulnerability. This criminal act consists of three
essential elements: the material element, represented by acts such as transportation or reception; the
means element, involving the unlawful methods used; and the purpose element, which is exploitation.
The legislative text shows general alignment with international agreements, particularly the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its supplementing protocol, to which
Libya is a signatory. However, there remains a pressing need to develop the legal framework to ensure
the effective implementation of these commitments and to address existing legislative gaps.

Keywords: Human trafficking, Palermo Protocol, exploitation, Libyan legislation, organized crime
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