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Abstract:
This research examines the International Criminal Court (ICC) as a permanent international judicial
mechanism established to prosecute individuals responsible for the most serious crimes affecting
international peace and security. It analyzes the historical evolution of the Court, tracing the
developments that culminated in the adoption of the Rome Statute in 1998, as well as the Court’s

substantive, personal, temporal, and territorial jurisdictions. The study highlights the interaction between
the normative framework of International Criminal Law and the practical and political challenges facing
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the Court, particularly in relation to State cooperation, the enforcement of arrest warrants, and
jurisdictional limitations, all of which significantly impact the effectiveness of the principle of non-
impunity. Furthermore, the research underscores the ICC’s essential role in promoting international
justice and upholding the rule of law, while also identifying the structural and political constraints that
limit its full judicial performance. It concludes that despite its institutional and political limitations, the
ICC remains a pivotal advancement in the development of a durable and effective international criminal
justice system capable of protecting humanity from mass atrocities.

Keywords: International Criminal Court, Rome Statute, Individual Criminal
Responsibility.
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