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Abstract

This study addresses the topic of the limits of duty performance by judicial police officers in Libya, as
one of the core issues in the field of criminal justice due to its direct impact on the legality of procedures
and the legitimacy of law enforcement actions. Judicial police officers constitute the first link in the chain
of criminal proceedings; therefore, any excess beyond the legal boundaries of their duties may lead to
procedural nullity or violations of individual rights and freedoms. The research is based on the hypothesis
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that insufficient legal and professional training, the absence of continuous capacity building, and weak
oversight mechanisms contribute to practical errors that undermine the legitimacy of law enforcement
operations. The study adopts a descriptive and analytical methodology, examining the relevant legal
provisions under Libyan legislation, analyzing the practical reality, and comparing it with the legal
framework regulating police officers’ duties. It also identifies the major legal and operational challenges
they face and proposes effective measures to balance professional efficiency with respect for the rule of
law. The research concludes that developing the legal and training system for judicial police officers is
essential to achieving justice and safeguarding individual rights. Defining the boundaries of duty and
ensuring proper legal oversight help strengthen public trust in the justice system and reinforce the
principle of legality in criminal procedures.

Keywords: Judicial police officers, Duty limits, Criminal justice, Rule of law.
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