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Abstract

The contemporary rationalist approach has taken a sharp stance against the purified Sunnah, and this
conflict has persisted to the present day. In our time, this school of thought represents an extension and
reflection of intellectual concepts that were established in the past by a group advocating for reason as the
primary authority in judging Islamic legal texts—particularly the Sunnah, which is the second source of
Islamic legislation. This article aims to introduce the contemporary rationalist approach and highlight its
stance on the Sunnah by examining how its proponents engage with hadiths. The study employs the
inductive and analytical methods to collect and analyze relevant scholarly materials. The findings indicate
that the rationalist approach is a deeply rooted intellectual movement in Islamic history, characterized by
emphasizing reason in interpreting legal texts, especially the Sunnah, and approaching them from a rational
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perspective. This approach either reinterprets or rejects texts in cases of conflict, relying on critical
standards that differ from traditional methodologies, with a noticeable variation between early and modern
rationalist scholars.

Keywords: Rationalist approach, Prophetic Sunnah, Rational interpretation, Hadith criticism, Islamic legal
texts
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