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Abstract

This study examines the manifestations of asceticism (zuhd) and scrupulous piety (wara ) among a number of
eminent hadith scholars and narrators whose biographical accounts are recorded in works of narrator criticism,
biographical dictionaries, and books of siyar. Particular attention is given to the authors of hadith compilations
and to narrators whom hadith scholars explicitly identified and distinguished from other narrators bearing
similar or identical names. The study aims to highlight the devotional and ethical dimensions of the lives of
these scholars and to trace, collect, and analyze the scattered reports concerning their asceticism and scrupulous
piety in light of the methodological principles employed by hadith scholars in biographical evaluation and
narrator criticism. The study adopts an inductive-analytical methodology by examining works of rijal,
biographical dictionaries, and siyar, as well as the statements of hadith critics and reports concerning the
circumstances and conduct of the narrators. The study concludes that asceticism among a number of hadith
scholars was closely connected with their scholarly engagement and was manifested in scrupulousness and
careful verification in hadith transmission, humility, self-accountability, avoidance of seeking leadership,
devotion to worship, and integrity in discharging the scholarly trust. It also demonstrates considerable variation
in the quantity of reports transmitted concerning the narrators, depending on their scholarly prominence, status,
and the extent to which biographical works preserved accounts of their lives and conduct.

Keywords: Ilm al-Rijal (Narrator Criticism), Asceticism, Hadith Narrators, Compilers of Hadith Works,
Narrators’ Biographical Profiles.
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